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When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, 

When he separated the children of men, 
Deut. 32: 8 ic, , 

He set the bounds of the peoples 

According to the number of the children of Israel. 

Ye have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 

And that I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself ; 

.. „ . „ And now, if you will attentively hearken to my voice and keep 
Exoo. 19:4-6 3 ' 3 v 

my covenant, 

You will become to me a choice possession beyond all peoples, 

Though the whole earth is mine ; 

Yea, you shall become to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 

These were the words of Hebrew poets living in the eighth 
or ninth century B. C, words expressing, according to the poets, 
the thought of Jehovah, Israel's God. It is at all events Israel's 
thought, and as such furnishes us the background of prophetic 
utterance. Every word of every prophet rests upon a back- 
ground furnished by Israel's own history ; and what a history this 
was, as today we read it ; what a history it must have been, as 
today we see its outcome in the modern Jew ! 

Israel appears upon the scene of action as a group of strag- 
gling, quarreling, nomadic tribes, and remains essentially nomadic 
for nearly a thousand years. Entering Canaan, the 

The Variety of tr jb es gradually settle into an agricultural life, but 
National Life , , . 

after a century or two there begins a tendency to 

centralize. Jerusalem, the city of the south, Samaria, in the 

north, draw to themselves all the potent factors of civilization ; 

145 
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and in later times, when Samaria is destroyed, Jerusalem alone 
represents all that is strong or distinctive in Israelitish life. 
Israel thus, within historic times, passes through every stage of 
life, from barbarism to civilization. 

Abraham was a sheik, with a band of Bedouins under his 

leadership. Isaac and Jacob were the same. In the days of the 

Egyptian bondage they were ruled by taskmasters. 

Variety of Moses was a despot, but his despotism was of short 

GOVERNMEN 7 

duration. Tribal chieftains then held sway, until, as 
tribes became allied, judges here and there were established. 
Saul's throne is only an exalted judgeship ; but the transition 
from Saul's time, when a gift for the king consists of a kid and 
some cheese, to the time of Solomon shows phenomenal progress, 
since in the latter's reign Israel has reached a height which 
enables her to maintain a royal court with the luxury and splendor 
of an oriental despot. Under the monarchy north and south 
the life of the nation continues until a time when, with the nation 
the monarchy is swept from the country. Strange, indeed, must 
have been the life of the Jews in Babylon without king or priest 
or ruler of any kind ; and when the return comes, it is no longer 
a monarchy that appears, for the nation has ceased to be a 
nation, and has become a church under the iron rule of an eccle- 
siastical hierarchy. The suggestive thing in connection with 
this governmental development is the fact that from the begin- 
ning to the end there was a strong and powerful tendency toward 
democracy. There were periods of anarchy and periods of the 
most intense despotism, and yet it is in Israel's theocracy that 
we find the germ of all modern republics. 

Israel's ancestors far back had come from Arabia, where for 

thousands of years physical, intellectual, and religious life was 

being determined. These earlier ancestors had for 

Variety of a time lived in southern Babylonia, whence they 
Contact with , , . , , . . , 

Outside World were pressed or driven to a locality in northern 

Mesopotamia ; and after centuries of residence 

in Mesopotamia, with all the accumulated heritage of the past 

— so far as such heritage could attach itself to a tribe still 
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nomadic and to remain such for a thousand years — the tribe 
moves on through Haran, into close commingling and bitter 
struggle with the Canaanite civilization which had long pre- 
ceded ; a commingling so close as to mean the adoption of the 
Canaanite language, a struggle so bitter as to mean war to the 
death. Israel, at this time, is likewise absorbing largely from 
Arab tribes, which have come directly north and west to Pales- 
tine ; and now, after two or three centuries of wandering up and 
down in Palestine, the tribe is driven by hunger to the fertile 
land of the Nile, where she is brought into contact with what, 
for her, is a new civilization; a civilization, however, as old as 
that of Babylon. After two or three centuries she again takes 
up the struggle with the Canaanites and possesses herself of their 
land, adopting and adapting their language and their institutions. 
There is, moreover, continuous contest with the peculiar nation 
of the Philistines — the thorn for centuries in Israel's flesh. In 
David's time Israel wars with the petty kingdoms around her, 
and in Solomon's reign enters into alliance with Phoenicia, Tyre, 
Sidon, and Syria, and Egypt. In the eighth century Assyria's 
dreadful hand begins to show itself, and in 722 B.C. the northern 
tribes become a part of Assyria's contingent, while Judah for a 
century and a half trembles, like the trees in a forest before 
the wind, whenever there comes an announcement of the march 
of the Assyrian king. Assyria falls, and Babylon becomes the 
mistress of the world. Israel has known well the other nations 
with whom she has come in contact, and she will know Babylon 
still more intimately, for in the very heart of Babylon she takes 
her dwelling, and for two or three generations knows no home 
but Babylonia. But now a new family of men begins to assume 
control of the world's dominion. The Persian Cyrus takes Israel 
in hand and sends her back to build the broken walls of Jerusa- 
lem and to restore the temple. Close, indeed, is the Persian 
supervision, so close as to exert, perhaps, a stronger influence 
upon Israel's life and thought than that exerted by any nation 
that has gone before, not excepting Babylon. Persia, however, 
succumbs to Greece, and, under Alexander the Great and the gen- 
erals who succeed him, Judah learns new lessons of men. Then 
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come the Syrian dynasties, and last of all Rome unfurls her 
standard above the walls of old Jerusalem. 

Do we realize clearly that Israel's history touched at vital 
points the history of every ancient nation to whom the Almighty 
gave a history ? Do we appreciate the fact that through all 
these centuries Israel was absorbing from the nations with 
which she thus came in contact ? It seemed to be a fancy, but 
does it not now seem to be a truth, that "when the Most High 
gave to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the 
children of men, he set the bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel " ? Whatever ancient oriental 
nations have contributed to the civilization of the western world, 
much of it came through Israel. This contact with every nation 
of antiquity, with every kind of life and thought, continuing as 
it did through twenty centuries (for Israel stood by and saw all 
these successive nations grow and culminate and die, while she, 
though dying more than once, continued to live) — this contact 
is something unparalleled in history. 

The history of a nation is, after all, the history of its leaders. 
Was ever nation blessed with greater or more ideal leadership ? 

Abraham was a simple, superstitious sheik, ready 
Variety of to sacr ifi ce his own son alive to what he believed to 

be the direction of a higher power ; resorting to the 
childish subterfuge of falsehood in case of necessity; but he was 
a leader strong enough with his faithful retinue of a few hundred 
men to put to rout the five kings of the East who had come to 
Palestine, lured thither by the promised riches of her mines and 
by desire to keep open the highway to Egypt. 

Moses may not have been the human author of the decalogue, 
for most of its precepts were certainly in existence a thousand 
years before his day; he may not have been the author of the 
complicated Levitical system, for this surely contains much that 
connects itself exclusively with the last days of Israel's history. 
Nevertheless, he gave to Israel standards of ethical truth which 
remained the highest that had been formulated until the preach- 
ing of the Sermon on the Mount ; discloses a conception of God 
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as one God which the people, hundreds of years later, were led to 
accept ; propounded principles of government which contained 
in germ the principles underlying the organization of all modern 
republics ; exhibited ability as organizer and leader of which 
history fails to present a superior example ; laid the foundation 
of a religion which was directly to prepare the way for the reli- 
gion of Christ ; regulated the beginnings of the national history 
which should afterward furnish the basis for the revelation from 
on high of great and eternal truths. 

David was guilty of the greatest crimes. Nor did he write 
even many of the psalms which have been attributed to him ; 
and yet he stands out in Israel's history as a leader, not only 
in war, but also in organization and in song and music. So 
strong was the influence he exerted that in later times songs 
which seemed particularly strong and forcible were for this rea- 
son assigned to David, their real author being unknown. It 
must be acknowledged that the Israelites of later periods read 
back into David's life and times much that did not belong 
there, much that was the possession only of a later age. But it 
is also true that they read into the future — the far-distant 
future — much of David's life and times ; their prayers for David, 
— the second David — their ideas of David who should sit on 
the throne of his ancestor. 

Isaiah was given power to lead, as no prophet has ever led 
before or since Through dynasty after dynasty, in crisis after 
crisis, he stood with arm uplifted on high and with heart in touch 
with God, pointing out the path in which the people are to walk. 
With a skill in oratory unsurpassed in ancient history, with ele- 
gance of diction indeed amazing, with a conception of life so 
high as to be beyond our reach today ; as a preacher of right- 
eousness, thundering forth denunciation against every kind of 
sin ; as a teacher of divine truth, Isaiah proved himself to be a 
leader second only to Moses. 

In later days there lived Ezra, the broad-minded, steady- 
going priest-chief, able with the endowment which had been 
conferred on him, now that the centuries have passed, to realize 
what had been Israel's long-delayed dream — that she should be 
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a kingdom of priests ; and Nehemiah, the prince, with his prac- 
tical knowledge, which enabled him to steer the way amid diffi- 
culties which would have appalled an ordinary man, and to 
restore the walls of the ruined city; the Maccabees, in their 
heroic resistance to the crushing force of foreign armies, their 
steadfast loyalty to the truth as they had received it from God, 
and in their persistent energy which seemed invincible. When we 
think of these and many others such, where, we ask, has the nation 
lived to which providence has given such and so many such 
leaders ? Nor may we forget that Jesus himself was one of 
this galaxy; for he, too, came of Jewish lineage. 

Recall that first halt at Haran, when a portion of the party 

westward bound decided to stop, fearing lest the future in the 

new country, toward which they bent their way, 

Th F N MM RE ft 

would contain too much for their endurance — a 
and Variety 

of Crises turning point in the world's history. What if 

Abraham had remained in Haran, and had not 
entered Palestine ? Recall again the moment when Joseph is in 
prison, and the Pharaoh desires his dreams interpreted. How 
much is involved in the issue of what, at first sight, seems a 
simple story! If Joseph had not ascended the throne of Israel, 
and if the tribe of Jacob had, like many another tribe of Pales- 
tine, perished from the face of the earth for lack of food — what 
would have been the difference in the world's history? Think, 
again, of the severe and terrible bondage under Egyptian task- 
masters, and the determination to gain release at any cost. The 
night is come ; flight is made ; the army pursues — the great sea 
is in front, the chariots behind them ; they go through the waters, 
and Israel, in a night, is saved to the history of the world. 

Recall that other night when Sennacherib's army lay with 
Jerusalem in its grasp. Already the cities of Judah had capitu- 
lated ; the temple's gold and silver had been surrendered, and 
the women of the king's palace had been delivered to the 
Assyrian king. The heroes of the Israelitish army had wept 
many times as they beheld the ruthless ruin wrought by Assyrian 
soldiers in their much-loved land. King Hezekiah had given 
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up all hope ; the people had been compelled to listen to the 
taunts of the Assyrian messenger who made every effort to 
weaken their faith in their king and God. What had Judah 
upon which to trust ? Her allies had been conquered, her terri- 
tory overrun. Unconditional surrender is demanded, and refusal 
to comply with the demand meant, as it had meant to other cities 
which had felt Assyria's touch, utter extermination. The agony 
and despair of the masses is indescribable. To the human eye 
the fate of the city must have appeared sealed. "And," says 
Driver, "it was a crisis upon which, as we who look back upon 
it in the light of history see, something more turned than the 
fate of a single nation. The issue was as momentous as anything 
that has been determined by the decisive battles of the world. 
It was a crisis as grave as when Persia threatened to interrupt 
the rising civilization of Greece, or Vandal and Moor to destroy 
the civilization of Europe." In a night the situation is changed. 
In accordance with the prediction, oft repeated, of the prophet : 
by the way that the Assyrian came, by this same way he 
returned, and Jerusalem was delivered. " For an angel of the 
Lord went forth and smote the camp of the Assyrians, one hun- 
dred and four score and five thousand, and when men arose 
early in the morning, behold they were all dead corpses." The 
city was saved ; but not only the city — the nation and the church 
and Christianity. 

But later in Israel's history it seemed necessary that Jerusalem 
should fall, and Israel be led captive into a strange land. Then 
comes another crisis. Will those who had been faithful to Israel, 
who had not sinned the sin for which the nation now pays penalty ; 
will these loyal Jews whose hearts are broken because the sacred 
temple has been destroyed, and the Holy City laid waste by 
fire ; will these faithful ones continue faithful and loyal in the 
midst of the reproaches of their brethren that Jehovah has 
no power in Babylon, in the midst of the feeling of their hearts 
that, alas, their God has indeed abandoned them ? In this strange 
reversal of fortune, in which the guilty seem to prosper and the 
innocent to bear all the suffering, will there still remain a few 
whose faith, in spite of affliction and misunderstanding, shall hold 
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firmly to the God of Israel ? The Isaiah of the exile preaches 
his sermons of comfort and consolation, and thereby sustains 
the courage and renews the faith of the chosen few who in the 
providence of God suffer through this period of affliction, not 
because of their own sins, but because of the sins of their brethren, 
and who by their suffering procure the redemption of Israel and 
the restoration of the nation, doing, indeed, in some smaller 
measure that which centuries later Christ would do for all men 
and for all time. 

But the crises of Israel's history are so numerous that we 
may not even make typical selections from them. 

This history, enacted through so many stages of civilization, 
conducted under so many forms of governmental control, touch- 
ing so many lands and so many people, and draw- 

istory and ■ fa om ^q^ lands and people the essence of 
Prophecy 6 r r 

their life ; giving birth to so many leaders, and 

marked by crisis after crisis on which for the moment all world- 
history rested, and on which the progress of civilization depended; 
this history — so unlike the history of any other nation, so unique 
— was enacted in the providence of God to furnish the back- 
ground of prophecy. 

Prophecy was the interpretation of history, for in it the 
prophets read the words and acts of God. Every life was a 
message from heaven, every event an utterance of God. These 
lives and events were object-lessons, which men were to contem- 
plate, and by contemplation to learn of God and humanity. 
These object-lessons, when interpreted and proclaimed by men 
into whose hearts had been breathed a knowledge of the eternal 
laws of the Creator of the universe, constitute that large ele- 
ment, that most important element, of Old Testament literature 
called prophecy. Let us not forget that the history preceded ; 
that the object-lesson came first. Prophecy, or the practical 
application of the lesson, followed, and was built upon the 
history. 



